
August 4, 2021 

 

Dear Morningside Families, 

 My name is Scott Stenlund, I am the new principal of Morningside Elementary!  I am extremely 

excited to be your principal.  The purpose of this letter is for you to get to know me better.   As you get 

to know me and my history you will hopefully learn that I am a student focused principal, that all 

decisions I make will be in the best interest of students. 

 I am a family centered person; my wife and I have been married for 25 years and we have four 

children.  My oldest daughter is a senior in college, my son is serving a 2-year mission for our church, my 

third child is going to college this Fall, and our youngest is a junior at McNary High School.  I grew up in 

Woodburn and both of my parents were educators before retiring.  Growing up I wanted to be a 

firefighter but following High School I chose to serve a mission for my church – after two years of 

teaching and serving families I fell in love with teaching.   

I graduated from Western Oregon University and spent ten years as a classroom teacher here in 

Salem-Keizer I have taught Kindergarten, second grade, and third grade.  I earned my master’s in 

education from Western.  After ten years in the classroom, I took a job with the district in the English 

Language Department supporting teachers around the school district, I did that job for two years.  I 

began my principal adventure at Lamb Elementary in North-East Salem I was there for five years, 

recently I was the principal of Washington Elementary in North-East Salem where I served for four years. 

Open and honest communication is at the heart of my philosophy as a principal.  As we meet at 

different school functions and as we communicate on the phone and through email, I encourage you to 

be open and honest.   I will always act in the best interest of your child. 

Student safety is another top priority of mine.  The State and School District are revising COVID 

protocols and safety precautions almost weekly.  As these protocols are announced we will be 

communicating them to you.  Please be on the look out for further news and information.  We are 

currently unsure if we will be allowed to have an “Open House” or “Back to School” event.  Be on the 

lookout for further communication. 

Please help your child arrive on time to school, this will ensure that they have a positive start to 

their day.  Daily attendance is also critical for your child’s success, please make it a priority to get your 

child to school on time every day. 

Please feel free to reach out with questions or concerns.  Morningside’s phone number is 503-

399-3173 and my school email is stenlund_scott@salkeiz.k12.or.us.  Our office hours are 7:00-3:30pm. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Scott Stenlund, Principal Morningside Elementary 
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